The Society of the Sacred Cross

. with the matter of the world - Each Quiet Day begins at
10.00am with coffee (Terce at 9.30am is optional), followed by our
speaker for the day and time for rest and prayer before the midday
Eucharist. After a ‘bring your own’ lunch, our speaker will lead the
afternoon session, which will end with Vespers at 4.00pm. There is
no charge for the day but donations are welcome. Please book your
place for each Quiet Day by email to SSCchaplain@gmail.com or by
post to The Chaplain, Tymawr Convent, Lydart. Monmouth NP25
4RN.

Tymawr Convent - We are a small group of women committed to a
simple life of contemplative prayer, living a few miles outside Mon-
mouth, South Wales. The convent is situated in 65 acres of gardens,
fields and woodlands, which are sustainably managed to produce
most of the fruit and vegetables we use. We come from all walks of
life and range in age from 30 years to 75 years. Our life is centered
on a daily Eucharist and the monastic Offices. We offer hospitality to
guests who come on Retreat.

The Society has a large group of Associates, Oblates and Companions
who are committed to support the community through their life of
prayer. We also welcome women who wish to explore a calling to a
contemplative life of prayer or to deepen their prayer life, to live
alongside for a period of discernment and formation. If you are
drawn to discover more about any of these ways of participating in
this life of prayer, please contact the Reverend Mother by letter or
email to katharine@tymawrconvent.com

The Society of the Sacred Cross, Tymawr Convent, Lydart,
Monmouth NP25 4RN. Registered Charity no. 1135334

General enquiries: community@tymawrconvent.com

www.tymawrconvent.org
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Quiet Days 2024

. . . with the matter of the world

“ [ we are] bound up with living the Christological
tension of entering into the deepest unity with
God’s endless life through a sacrificially attentive
engagement with the matter of this world.”

(from Christ the Heart of Creation, Rowan Williams)



The Society of the Sacred Cross
Tymawr Convent
Quiet Days 2024

18th April 2024
Jewish perspectives on the material world

with Rt. Revd. Rowan Williams
The talks will examine both biblical and post-biblical Jewish
approaches, from the Torah to the Kabbalistic and Hasidic traditions,
exploring how themes like divine Wisdom and the divine Shekhinah
are used to make sense of our relation to the physical universe.
Rowan Williams, is a theologian and poet, Warden for the
Society of the Sacred Cross, and author of Christ The Heart of
Creation.

11th May 2024
Catherine of Siena’s ruthlessly sacrificial ‘engagement with the
matter of this world’

with Dr. Jane Williams
Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) chose her own path in the world with
a breath-taking determination and rejection of convention. It is hard
for a modern audience to understand the connection between her
passionate and fiercely ascetic love of Jesus, and her confident and
gender defying engagement with politics at the highest levels of her
day. The day will explore the troubling and inspiring legacy of Cathe-
rine of Siena.
Jane Williams is McDonald Professor of Christian Theology at
St. Mellitus College, an Anglican theological college of which she was
a founder member.

13th July 2024

Holy Disobedience - is it ever justified for Christians to break the law?
with Revd. Sue Parfitt

The day will consist of a study of the relevant Biblical texts; Jesus as a

Holy Rebel; and the practical and spiritual considerations that need to be

addressed when Christians feel called to this prophetic witness.

Sue Parfitt, an Associate of SSC, is an Anglican priest and a retired

psychotherapist. She is a member of Christian Climate Action and has

recently published a book on the subject.
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14th September 2024
‘Cross and cosmos: the matter of the world seen through John's gos-
pel

with Rt Revd. Graham James
Of the four gospels, John’s is arguably the one most concerned with
the world, as well as how we are to live in the light of both Cross and
Resurrection. We will focus particularly on John 21, the frequently
overlooked epilogue to John’s gospel which brings these themes to-
gether.
Graham James is a the retired Bishop of Norwich, theologian and
Associate of Society of the Sacred Cross.

5th October 2024
Notes from a Eucharistic Life

with Revd. Dr. Manon Ceridwen James
In the talks Manon will be speaking about how poetry can help us be
attentive to God in the ordinariness of every day life. She will be
sharing her own work as well as encouraging us to write about our
own experiences of how we see our ordinary lives as Eucharist living.
Manon Ceridwen James is the Dean for initial Ministerial Training at
St Padarn’s Institute, Canon Theologian at Newport Cathedral and
author of the poetry collection Notes from a Eucharistic Life.

9th November 2024
Let our Ordered Lives confess the Beauty of God's Peace:
Holding Faith with the matter of the World

with Very Revd. Dr. Frances Ward
An exploration of the importance of order in our ordinary lives;
and how the liturgy is Easter in Ordinary ...
Frances Ward is currently the Rector of Workington in West Cum-
bria; formerly the Dean of St Edmundsbury Cathedral in Suffolk; a
writer, theologian and speaker.



