Society of the Sacred Cross, Tymawr Convent

4™ August 2026
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings from all at Tymawr.

“In and dry and barren land”... | am sure we can all echo that sentiment given the heat and fryness of
the past weeks (oops - an interesting typo which perhaps describes better the effect of the drought
conditions). Nature, including humanity, is stressed and distressed. May this be yet another wake-
up call to act now for the wellbeing of those who come after us. Was it of God’s humour that
Associate Revd. Sue Parfitt was at the court hearing for her climate action for Stop Qil two years ago
during the first of the heat waves? How could a jury not see the reasonableness of their action?! In
fact, the defendants were acquitted.

We have waited with baited breath to know whether we can go ahead with the Access Project, and
thanks to all your generosity and grants, we can confidently say: YES! the project will take place this
autumn and winter. This image is the first step in the work — a test
pit outside the sacristy door to the layout of existing drains. There
was a fabulous response to the match - funds’ scheme offered by an
anonymous donor at the beginning of the year. This provided the
necessary push when we were very unsure we would succeed in
reaching our funding target. The concert on June 13" at St Woolos
Cathedral, generously given by &
the Monmouth Male Voice
Choir and the Cwmbran
Baroque Choir, sponsored by the Archbishop of Wales, was a
wonderful evening of musical excellence, enjoyment and
encounter — and raised funds for the Access Appeal. Thank you
all. We are also grateful to the religious communities and
institutions who have contributed to this project: The
Fellowship of the Society of John the Evangelist, the Anglican
Religious Community Development Trust, St Andrew’s Trust, the Holy Rood Trust, Sisters of the Love
of God, the Benedictine Community at Malling Abbey, the Community of St Mary the Virgin,
Wantage, the Society of St. Francis, the Community of the Holy Name, and the Sisters of the Church.
We are keeping the Appeal open as we would like to upgrade the sound /loop system and carpet in
the chapel when the building work is completed.

Meanwhile, life within the community has been rich. On May 3™ during the Eucharist for the
Dedication of the Chapel, | was reinstalled as Reverend Mother for a further term. Let us give thanks
for the flourishing of the community over the last seven years, and look forward together for the
abundance of God’s grace and mercy throughout the next three. In May we blessed the land during
the annual Rogation Procession, and asked for abundance on all who grow and live here. However,
the temperatures and lack of rain have acted against a good vegetable crop! Although we have
harvested abundant soft fruit and look forward to a good crop of plums and damsons in due course.
In June we shared the Eucharist and lunch with delegates from Monmouth’s twin diocese of the High
Veldt who were visiting the diocese. This visit also brought a surprise gift: a hive of bees, gifted by
the visitor’s hosts, the Revd. William and Lyn Savage. Thank you. During this period, Jean, Gregg,
Vijay and the garden volunteers worked hard to prepare and plant a new rose garden outside the
Refectory. A pergola is under construction for a Wisteria to provide a sheltered sitting place and a
bird’s eye view of the glory of the roses! The dry weather has favoured the bird population — the
swallows and house martins returned in the Spring and have successfully reared their respective
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broods, and the Barn Owl Man reported that a pair of barn owls have reared seven fledglings! The
meadows been alight with the dance of butterflies.

June was a very busy month. The fundraising concert was sandwiched between the Oblates Retreat
led by Sr Carol CHN, and the Associates’ Study day led by Revd. Dr. Ali Gray. Both were well attended
and nourishing.

In July we received the sad news of the death of the Revd, Stephen
Tucker. He was Warden at Tymawr at a time of great change — the
registering of the community as a Charity and its incorporation — and an
Associate of Tymawr for 40 years. He was a great help and very
supportive of a frail community. He will be remembered for his smile and
generous listening. And his great love of Tolkein! We entrust him into the
love of God in the sure knowledge that he will be rooting for Tymawr in
the heavenly spheres! Companion Marion Fry writes:

“I remember Stephen as being intensely present, self-giving of the life given him. By Grace he was
and by grace he gave grace to others. Stephen's voice carried, whether he was speaking or laughing
or wracked with a bout of terrible coughing. His voice carried, not simply in decibel terms but as
Love's Presence. Stephen gasping from a bout of terrible, life-threatening coughing would anticipate
the coming hospital miseries as his oncoming given for himself and so for others. | remember Stephen
gratefully, praising God, the life-giving Love Stephen knew and so generously shared.”

Well, if June was busy, so too was July!! The 8" of July saw Sisters, Oblates and Associates journey by
car and train to Rhyl in North Wales for the Tymawr annual Pilgrimage focused on the life and legacy
of Ann Griffiths, the celebrated Welsh poet and hymn writer. Born in 1776 she lived her short life in
mid Wales on a hill farm in Dolanog. In her early twenties she was caught up in the Welsh Calvinist
Methodist revival, which resulted in a fervent life of prayer and composing hymns, which she sang as
she went about her daily chores. She died aged 29, two weeks after the birth and death of her only
child. We were a group of twenty pilgrims led by Bishop Mary of Llandaff. We stayed two nlghts at
St. Beuno’s Retreat Centre, home to another poet, Gerard 3
Manley Hopkins SJ. Our day in Dolanog was enabled by
people from the local church in Wales and the Welsh
Presbyterian Ann Griffiths Memorial Chapel. We visited
her home, celebrated a Holy Communion according to the
Covenant service agreed by the Protestant churches in
Wales... sang heartily in Welsh and enjoyed gracious and
generous hospitality. Joy and depth are words | associate
with this pilgrimage.

The 2026 series of Quiet Days entitled Unboundaried Heart began with Quiet Days focussed on the
wisdom of St Benedict. Abbot Brendan Thomas shared chapters about hospitality and the Porter in
the Rule, and challenged us to be people formed and shaped by radical hospitality. In July, Bishop
Dominic OGS led us into Benedict’s understanding of prayer and community. Each invited us, in
whatever context we find ourselves, to embody the nature of God through the welcome of one
another and the stranger. | encourage you to join us for the Autumn programme when we shall be
exploring the Unboundaried Heart in the life of Martin Luther King. We have invited three speakers
to explore the legacy of the ‘dream’ of Martin Luther King. Having just read again Coretta King's
1969 book on her life with Martin Luther King and wept both for the power of his love of God and
for a man of deep sorrow. How can we be so ongoingly wrong in our relating to one another?
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Lastly, we would like to share with you the joy we
experienced in chapel on Sunday 2" August when
Philomena Yuxin Wang, a young Chinese student from
Birmingham University, was Baptised. Philomena came
to Tymawr for one of the study days on Dietrich
Bonhoeffer last autumn, and wrote earlier this year to
request Baptism at Tymawr. The occasion was a
Pentecostal event ... | felt invited to deeply renew my
own baptismal vows, vows which our Rule invites us to
‘appropriate more deeply’, through our life of
thanksgiving and praise to God in this community.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

QUIET DAYS AT TYMAWR Autumn 2026
THE UNBOUNDARIED HEART

The ‘Dream’ of Martin Luther King:
Living today in the spirit of the teaching of Martin Luther King

Saturday 5t" September with Dr Victoria Omotoso.

Dr.Victoria is a contextual theologian, lecturer, and published author whose work
explores faith, culture, and visual representations of Jesus. Her work brings academic
research into conversation with lived experience, public engagement, and
contemporary society. Author of ‘imag(in)ing Jesus in the Universal or Particular:
Cross-Cultural Bible Film Reception of The Lumo Project: The Gospel of Mark and Son
of Man .’ (T&T Clarke 2025 )

Saturday 3" October with Revd. Canon Jarel Robinson-Brown Father Jarel is the
Vicar of St German's Church, Adamsdown, Cardiff.; Visiting Scholar at Sarum College,
Salisbury ;Visiting Fellow at Regent's Park College, Oxford. He was formerly Vice-Chair
and then Co-Chair of the Global LGBT+ Christian Charity OneBodyOneFaith. Author of
'Black, Gay, British, Christian, Queer: The Church and the Famine of Grace' (SCM
Press, 2021). He is an Oblate of Ealing Abbey.

Saturday 7" November with Professor Anthony G. Reddie

Professor of Black Theology and Director, the Centre of Black Theology, University
Oxford & Extraordinary Professor, Theological Ethics: University of South Africa.
Author of Living Black Theology: Decolonizing Knowledge. (Oxford: Oxford University
press, 2025); Theologising Brexit: A Liberationist and Postcolonial Critique (London:
Routledge, 2019.)

Bookings: sscchaplain@gmail.com

OBLATES STUDY DAY 24" October 2026 with Revd. Dr. Bonnie Thurston
please book your place with Sr. Elizabeth at bookings@tymawrconvent.com
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And we are on our way to zero - emissions by finally exchanging our old petrol car with an electric
car!l

With all my love and on behalf of all my Sisters

m. Katharine SSC
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